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Augmented Reality Sandbox Project
Creates an Active, Moldable Map
A sixth-grade teacher in Grand Island has taken an icon of childhood - the sandbox - and 
turned it into a digital learning experience with her augmented reality sandbox project. Mary 
Howard’s sixth-grade classroom at Veronica E. Connor Middle School is using this new digital 
tool in amazingly creative ways to engage students and enhance the social studies curriculum.

The sandbox was built by Mrs. Howard 
last summer as a result of a year’s worth 
of planning, grant writing and material 
acquisition. Ultimately the sandbox was 
funded through a generous grant from Toshiba 
America Foundation.

Augmented reality is a way to enhance or alter 
reality in a digital fashion and the term has 
gained notoriety recently with the inception 
of Pokemon Go. With the augmented reality 
sandbox, the sand has a graphic projection on 
it that mimics an elevation map and contains 
contour lines. As an added feature, when the sand is moved in any way, the graphics respond 
(via a Kinect sensor) and react to whatever movement is occurring on the surface. Think of it 
as an active, moldable map.

Students in Mrs. Howard’s class have used the sandbox to explore elevation superlatives and 
design highest, flattest, lowest regions within the box. With a sweep of their hand through 
the sand, they can change the elevation and it translates immediately to the color-coded map 
legend and map key. Students in Jayne Schaber’s eighth-grade Earth Science classes also 
took their opportunity to design and explore contour maps to visualize how contour lines 
change with respect to peaks and valleys.

Mrs. Howard has blogged about the sandbox at yoursmarticles.blogspot.com and provides 
detailed instructions on how to create a similar structure. Her blog was also recently awarded 
the SmartBrief Editor’s Choice Content award for her post titled, “It’s Child’s Play…The 
Augmented Reality Sandbox”. As a part of this award, Mary was interviewed on Education 
Talk Radio. You can hear the interview at http://www.blogtalkradio.com/edutalk/2016/09/30/
a-look-at-augmented-reality.

 Touch TV is Here! 
As part of Grand Island School 
District’s capital project phase 3, 
classrooms that previously did not 
have smart boards were scheduled 
to have new devices installed. The 
District recognized the need to 
install technology in the classrooms 
that had the best picture resolution 
and instructional features. Since the 
interactive white boards, currently used 
in classrooms, are being phased out, we 
explored several different interactive 
flat panel displays. Teachers were 
involved in the decision of what specific 
interactive display would be purchased 
through a 30-day pilot that was held 
last spring showcasing three different 
types. After the pilot, teachers from all 
buildings were invited to interact with 
the displays after school and give their 
input on the pros and cons. Cleartouch 
Interactive Display (aka touch TV) was 
chosen because of the instructional 
capabilities, which allows for 10 points 
of touch, 4K resolution and its support 
of software the district already owns. 

In October, the touch TVs were 
installed and training will continue 
in both the notebook as well as 
the interactive lesson module. The 
Instructional Technology Department 
worked closely with administrators  
and teachers to roll out the touch TVs.  
As always with new technology, we are 
all learning new ways to integrate into 
classrooms and create engaging lessons 
for students. Teachers have found the 
displays to be very easy to use.

continued on page 3

Young Chefs Showcase Cooking Skills 
Huth Road Elementary teachers Roseanne O’Brien, Julie Neville, and Courtney Gormley 
created a cooking competition five years ago to show students how the Common Core Math 
Standards were relevant in their lives. They modeled the experience after Bobby Flay’s 
Cooking Throwdown on the Food Network in which Bobby Flay challenges someone to see 
who can create the better dish. Each spring, students are divided into teams, given a recipe, a 
set of ingredients and asked to create a dish for a certain amount of people. Students use their 
math skills to adapt the recipe, follow directions, work cooperatively and produce an edible 
dish. Three guest judges sample the creations, give the students feedback and declare winners. 
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Grand Island Students Honor Vets 
on Honor Flight
Veronica E. Connor Middle School students prepared special treats and letters to honor 
the Veterans who traveled on the October 29 Honor Flight to Washington, D.C. Eighth-
graders could choose between writing an acrostic poem to MAIL CALL or write a letter that 
explained why they choose to say pledge to the flag every day, a writing exercise in response 
to a political cartoon about Florida’s pledge of allegiance law.

Seventh-grade students in the family and consumer science classes made pumpkin, banana, 
lemon poppy and zucchini mini quick breads and tied them with red and blue ribbons. The Life 
Skills FACS class sold homemade mini apple pies and homemade apple butter to fund the 
project. Students also made ornaments that said, “Your Service is a Gift.”

The Veterans were overheard saying how much it meant to have all the letters and cards 
from the Grand Island students. “I looked over many of the letters and cards and they were 
so sincere in their intent to thank these wonderful veterans,” said Kathy Brown, special 
education teacher at 
Huth Road Elementary 
School. “All the folks on 
the Honor Flight were so 
complimentary of the quick 
breads that went along for 
this trip! Everyone enjoyed 
them including some of the 
Southwest flight crew who 
were jealous they weren’t 
getting any of the delicious 
treats!” The student bakers 
pictured are Kiersten 
Brown, Chris Macro, 
Marcus Celano and  
Jayden Hughes.

Superintendent Meets 
Community
Superintendent Dr. Brian Graham 
hosted a September 12 “Meet and 
Greet” session where visitors learned 
about him, his family and what his goals 
are for the school district. In addition, 
visitors were escorted through the newly 
renovated technology wing to see the 
equipment and learn about the technology 
curriculum offered at the high school.

Instructional and 
Support Staff 
Substitutes Needed!
Are you looking for some extra income? 
Grand Island Schools is looking for 
qualified substitutes for teaching and non-
instructional roles. Application information 
for all substitute positions is at www.
grandislandschools.org under Departments 
& Services/Human Resources-Personnel/
Employment Opportunities. The per diem 
rates for instructional substitutes are $75 
for non-certified applicants and $95 for 
certified applicants. Substitute teacher 
applicants must have at least a bachelor’s 
degree. There is an on-going recruitment 
process for these certification areas: art, 
English, ESL, foreign language, math, 
music, physical education, science, social 
studies and special education. Non-
instructional subs are needed for these 
on-call positions; school monitor, bus 
attendant, bus driver, teacher aide, food 
service, cleaner, clerical and nurse.

Thanksgiving 
Theme Box 
Students in Mrs. Silverstein’s first-grade 
class at Charlotte Sidway Elementary School 
dressed up in costumes from the Thanksgiving 
theme box purchased with funds from the 
James Patterson and Scholastic Reading Club 
Give Back to Libraries grant. The theme 
boxes are a collection of books, artifacts, 
primary source documents and photographs 
that support the science and social studies 
curriculum that can be checked out to 
individual classrooms. In the Thanksgiving 
box were items such as girl and boy pilgrim 
outfits, a Wampanoag Native American 
outfit, a model of the Mayflower, a copy of 
the Mayflower compact, a telescope, a few 
examples of the games the pilgrim children 
played, a menu of possible first Thanksgiving 
foods and several nonfiction books comparing 
Thanksgiving then with Thanksgiving now.

Follow the District on Twitter @grandislandcsd



3www.grandislandschools.org

 
Grand Island Central School District

District Appoints New  
High School Principal
Grand Island Central School District has named Michael Lauria as high 
school principal. For the past two years, Lauria was the high school 
principal at Silver Creek where he was the sole building administrator 
and helped put academic intervention programs into place to increase 
the Silver Creek’s overall graduation rate. He comes to Grand Island 
already familiar with the district since he served as an assistant high school principal from 
2012-2014. Prior to that he served as a summer administrative intern for the Grand Island 
School District’s summer school program. For 11 years, he taught biology and chemistry at 
Sweet Home High School; with four years as the science department coordinator. At Sweet 
Home Schools, he coached varsity track and cross country. He has also served as a summer 
adjunct professor at Erie Community College.

“I am very excited to return to Grand Island and honored to be part of such an exceptional 
school,” said Lauria. “After spending time introducing myself to many of the students in 
classes, the lunch room, hallways, practices, and other events, it is evident that they are proud 
of their school and have the highest respect for the faculty and staff. Grand Island provides 
the best academic experience for kids, and creates exceptional opportunities for personal 
growth outside of the classroom.”

Young Chefs
continued from page 1 

District Names HR Director
Grand Island Central School District has named Jeffery Richards as 
director of human resources and staff development. For the past two and 
one half years, Richards was the middle school principal at Maryvale 
where he collaborated with teacher leaders and district leadership to 
establish Professional Learning Communities focused on improving 
overall student achievement. Under his leadership Maryvale Middle 
School also successfully established a PBIS program tailored to 
Maryvale’s traditions and needs. Prior to that he served as a principal for Orleans-Niagara at 
two alternative schools and provided professional development and training to the BOCES 
special education staff on the Common Core Learning Standards. For 10 years, he taught social 
studies in Depew; nine years in the middle school with eighth grade and one in the high school 
teaching seniors Government and Economics. 

Prior to his career in education, Richards was a self-employed carpenter, and even built two 
homes on Grand Island for a custom builder. He has coached his oldest daughter Clara’s 
travel soccer team for the Amherst Soccer Association the past five years. His other two 
children, Isla and Henry, keep him and his wife busy. He also squeezes in a run or two when 
he can find time between his children’s events and activities. 

“I am very excited to be a part of the Grand Island team. The Island is a special place where 
the school is truly the hub of the community, and the evidence is obvious in every building 
and in everyone I have met. There is great pride and tradition here, and I am honored to be 
a part of it,” said Richards. “My goal for some time has been to work in human resources 
because in education, the human resource is the most important resource. Getting the right 
people on the bus, and putting the right people in the right position to do their best is my 
primary goal, and I believe working together in a reasonable way, listening to their needs,  
and working together will put us all in a position to be our best.”

Teachers Support United Way Campaign
The Grand Island Teacher’s Association has completed their 2016-17 United Way Campaign. 
Jennifer Corbett, the GITA’s United Coordinator, was pleased to announce that $8,258 was raised 
in this year’s efforts. The United Way mission is to create opportunities for all. Money donated by 
the GITA will go to programs that support education, promote health and build a strong community.

In October, the district was asked to 
showcase the throwdown concept at 
the New York State School Board 
Association’s Student Learning Expo 
at the annual convention in Buffalo. 
Ten students participated and interacted 
with superintendents and school board 
members from across the state. Anthony 
Fratello, Alex Mangus, Morgan Malush, 
Matthew Rizzo, Michael Christensen, 
Jackson Frey, John Paul Szczublewski, 
Lily Koslowski, Alyssa Stockinger 
and Phillip Lepine were told by booth 
visitors that their chicken wing dip 
was better than the one served by the 
convention center caterers. 
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Message From Your Superintendent
Dear Grand Island Families:

As I enter my sixth month in the District, 
I want you all to know that it has been 
wonderful getting to know the students, 
their teachers and all of the key stakeholders 
around our community. I am very fortunate 
to be working with all of you and am 
continuously impressed with the educational 
and extracurricular programming we offer 
all students.

Since this letter will appear in our Winter 
issue of the Bridge, I thought it would be a 
good idea to let you know how active our 
students, teachers, staff and administrators 
have been as it relates to helping others 
within our community.

•	 Many	of	our	students,	teachers,	
administrators and staff were engaged in 
the Neighbors Foundation Food Drive.

•	 Some	of	our	third-grade	students	made	a	
holiday card/picture, to be placed in the 
Neighbors Foundation food bags, which 
are distributed to the families.

•	 One	of	our	elementary	buildings	set	up	 
a “Giving Tree” during the holidays.  
The students in that school donated $1 to 
purchase a star for the Giving Tree. The 
students also donated canned goods. All 
money and food went to the Neighbor’s 
Foundation to support families right here 
on Grand Island.

•	 The	Early	Act	Club	created	thanksgiving-
based projects for the Elderwood Nursing 
Home. In addition to other projects, they 
also made blankets to donate to the Erie 
County SPCA.

•	 The	Early	Act	Club	participated	in	the	bell	
ringing at Tops to collect money for the 
Salvation Army. 

•	 Some	of	our	second-grade	students	
collected canned goods for the Magdalene 
Project and they also wrote letters to local 
Veterans.

•	 Some	of	our	students	in	third-	and	second-
grade participated in the Scholastic Books 
Pajama Drive. For every pair of pajamas 
they collected, Scholastic donated a 
book to distribute to those in need at the 
holidays.

•	 Another	group	of	third-grade	students	led	
their school in making, decorating and 
selling Christmas cookies to raise money 
for Relay for Life.

•	 Many	of	our	students	and	teachers	
donated to the “Food for Friends” drive. 
They set up collection bins in hallways 
and provide this organization with a very 
generous donation.

•	 Many	of	our	middle	school	students	
participated in the 12 Days of Christmas. 
This is a special project for two families in 
need where the middle school community 
raises money, purchases and wraps gifts 
and delivers these gifts over a few nights 
leading up to Christmas Eve. 

•	 Many	of	our	middle	school	students	
delivered unwrapped toys to children 
staying overnight at Children’s Hospital 
and the Roswell Park Institute on 
Christmas Eve.

•	 In	our	high	school,	the	students	from	our	
student council on December 12 went 
door-to-door in select neighborhoods 
to collect canned goods. These students 
always send a flyer in advance to notify 
these families that they will be making 
these collections.

•	 On	December	15	students	from	DECA	
and Student Council organized and filled 
food packages at the Knights of Columbus 
to give to families in need. 

•	 The	Vikingettes	took	part	in	the	
Community Missions of Niagara’s Adopt 
A Family program. They performed at 
the Prime Outlets in December to help 
support this project.

As you might imagine, many of our faculty, 
staff and administrators are also committed 
to charities that support our students and 
families in need during these months. Some 
examples include:

•	 Faculty	members	working	in	conjunction	
with St. Martin’s in the Fields Church to 
identify a family to provide help during 
Christmas.

•	 Many	of	our	faculty,	staff	and	
administrators work in conjunction with 
West Herr to identify a family to help 
during Christmas.

•	 Throughout	the	school	year,	many	of	our	
staff provide generous donations to assist 
those in need within their buildings. 

•	 Some of our administrators delivered 
Christmas gifts to needy families in the 
Western New York area during the Christmas 
Eve and Christmas morning hours. 

•	 Some	of	our	teachers	have	been	involved	
in a creative project that supports 
children who need to spend their holiday 
at Children’s Hospital. The project is 
known as: Holiday Hope Chests…A time 
for GIVING! This project encourages 
children to embrace the holiday season 
as one of giving rather than receiving. 
Each chest is filled with small toys, games 

and art supplies 
chosen especially 
for a girl or boy 
of a specific age. 
The students 
made holiday 
cards to enclose 
in each chest. The 
decorative shoebox gives the receiving 
child a “treasure chest” in which to keep 
the items together. In mid-December, one 
of our teachers delivered 30 or so boxes to 
Children’s Hospital and they were handed 
out to kids spending Christmas in the 
hospital.

As you can see, many of our students, 
teachers, staff and administrators are 
committing themselves to a very important 
portion of our District’s mission statement. 
The mission of the Grand Island Central 
School District is to foster academic 
excellence, personal growth and social 
responsibility. There is no doubt that our 
school community is deeply involved in 
this mission and during the special holiday 
months, they focused their efforts on those 
who are experiencing the greatest need.

Thank you for supporting your children in 
these efforts, and I hope you and your family 
continue to experience the joy and wonder 
of the holidays throughout the year.

Sincerely,

Brian Graham, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools

Sidway Students  
Hold Mock Election
Charlotte Sidway Elementary students 
cast their ballots during two mock 
elections to learn about the democratic 
process. On a ballot on November 2 
students voted for their favorite sports 
team and the Buffalo Bills won over the 
Buffalo Sabres. Students wore Bills gear 
to school on November 4, when they cast 
their pretend ballots for either Hillary 
Clinton or Donald Trump. Just like the 
actual outcome, Trump was elected in the 
school vote. The activity allowed students 
to see how the election process works, 
how they can have a say in a decision, 
that their vote is not always the winning 
result and the importance of voting. 

Brian Graham, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
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Middle School Wows Crowds  
in Elf, Jr. Performances
The students at Veronica E. Connor Middle School put on three excellent performances of the 
musical Elf, Jr. on October 20, 21, and 22. Over 60 students in grades 6-8 learned the entire 
show in just under five weeks, and gave three well-received performances to packed crowds on 
all three nights. Auditions took place during the second week of school, and rehearsals involved  
not only learning the lines, songs, and choreography, but learning about theater techniques 
such as staging, leveling, character development, and engaging the audience. 

Both the lead roles and the ensemble were very active throughout the show, transforming 
from the freaky-happy elves at the North Pole, to busy citizens of New York, to disgruntled 
employees of Macy’s and 
Greenway Press, and the cast 
did an admirable job of bringing 
energy and excitement to all of 
the original and upbeat musical 
numbers. Luckily, everyone, 
including the audience, managed 
to find their Christmas spirit by 
the time the snow fell and Santa’s 
sleigh zoomed across the sky, and 
the final chorus of “A Christmas 
Song” truly proved that, “The 
best way to spread Christmas 
cheer is by singing loud for all to 
hear!”

Vikingettes to Adopt 
a Family During 
Holidays
In keeping with their annual tradition, 
the Grand Island High School 
Vikingettes supplied gifts to a family 
in need. As part of the Adopt-A-Family 
program sponsored by the Community 
Missions of Niagara, the team pooled 
their money and purchased and wrapped 
presents for their adopted family. This 
year’s gifts included sports equipment, 
clothing, beauty supplies and a grocery 
gift card for the family’s holiday meal.

The high school twirlers and colorguard 
performed at locations in the community 
such as the Prime Outlets in December. 
The Grand Island Vikingettes Twirl 
Team and Colorguard is under the 
direction of Cindy Wynne.

Pictured are Emma Sickles, Emma 
Sullivan, Jordan Popovich, Miranda 
Proctor, Captain Mallory DelSignore, 
Emily Kurtzhalts, Amanda Ziehm, 
Samantha Hartman, Eric Banks and 
Maddie Mesmer. Missing from the 
photos are Marlie Hess, Allie McDonald, 
Hannah Ullrich, and Cam Watt.

Learning Viking Values
Charlotte Sidway 
Elementary students 
began the school 
year learning how 
to be respectful, 
responsible and 
safe. With the help 
of the faculty and 
staff, as well as the 
Sidway Bee, students learned about the 
Sidway values in the dining room, the 
halls, the classroom and the school bus. 
All Sidway students made a pledge to 
follow the Sidway values during an all 
school assembly. Pictured is a Grand Island 
bus driver helping students learn about the 
importance of being safe on the bus and 
how to exit in the event of an emergency.

Grand Island Central School District

High School Yearbook Staff 
Assists Others
The staff and students involved in the high school yearbook work hard at taking photos and 
designing the pages, but they also dedicate themselves to helping others. 

In 2017, the staff and editors of the Venture yearbook plan on continuing their tradition of 
helping a few local families in need through the 12 Days of Christmas program. They plan 
on raising funds for gifts and gift cards, wrapping them and helping deliver them on the  
12 nights leading up to Christmas. The group 
has participated in the program the last few 
years and finds it a terrific way to give back 
to the community, according to Christopher 
Simpson, yearbook advisor.

The group also plans on helping raise 
funds for Educators of America which is an 
organization that helps put technology into 
schools of need in the area. They are working 
alongside Michael Lynch, their yearbook 
representative, to raise the funds. The group 
plans on helping Grand Island families when 
any need arises. The group has given funds 
and/or gifts to families who have had traumatic or life-changing events happen.

The group also plans on working together with the junior varsity basketball team to gather 
and deliver toys for kids who are hospitalized Christmas Eve at Roswell and Children’s 
Hospital. The junior varsity team has done this activity each year that Mr. Simpson has been 
the coach and was glad to combine the efforts with the staff and editors of the yearbook.

Last year the yearbook staff donated $8,500 to the Make-A-Wish organization to build a 
child a playhouse which was her wish. The yearbook club has also given away over $20,000 
in the Roberta Frisoni Yearbook Scholarship Fund since 2005.
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Message From Your BOE President
We had a fantastic start to the school year. The warm weather didn’t 
interfere with the hustle and bustle of the students, employees and families 
getting right back to work with their daily routines. There was a meet 
and greet in September for the community and faculty to meet our new 
Superintendent Dr. Brian Graham.

In such a short period of time, so much has been accomplished. There is 
a lot to celebrate. We have completed the first marking period, there have 
been concerts, a musical, many athletic accomplishments, and multiple 
ongoing extra-curricular activities. The Board has completed tours of all 
the school district facilities and they have resumed Board of Education 
meetings back in the high school Professional Development room.

I hope everyone enjoyed their holiday recess by spending time with loved ones and giving 
thanks for all of our blessings. With many events to attend throughout the district over the 
coming months, I hope that everyone took a moment to relax and rejuvenate. 

I invite and encourage all staff and community members to attend school board meetings and 
all upcoming budget sessions. This is one of the many positive ways to be involved with the 
school and community.

Graciously,

Lisa A. Pyc 
School Board President

Trip to Perú and 
Machu Picchu 
The foreign language department will 
offer the opportunity for Grand Island 
High School students to travel to Peru 
this June with WorldStrides Educational 
Student Travel Company. The eight-day 
trip in June will include visiting Lima, 
Cuzco, Sacred Valley, and the highlight, 
Machu Picchu. This unforgettable 
trip also includes the opportunity for 
students to earn three college credits at 
no additional cost through the University 
of California San Diego. All Grand Island 
High School students are welcome, and 
there is a financial assistance program 
available for qualifying families. For 
details, contact teachers Brian Winger 
and Jeannine Scibilia.

TIES Program Pairs 
Trained Volunteers 
with Students
The TIES (Together Including Every 
Student) program promotes the 
participation of students and young 
adults who have developmental 
disabilities in inclusive, organized 
extracurricular and community 
activities with the support of trained 
student volunteers.

The participants are children from 
grade 3 to age 21 who can join a variety 
of activities such as Boy/Girl Scouts, 
religious school, sports, school related 
activities, or community recreational 
programs.

Volunteers are students within the 
Grand Island Central School District 
in grades 8 to 12 who attend a training 
program that focuses on the importance 
of belonging, disabilities awareness, 
friendship building and effective 
support strategies. Participants are 
paired with volunteers based on similar 
interests and desired abilities. The 
volunteer attends the activities with 
the child and provides support with 
physical, social or language needs.

TIES is a program of Starbridge, 
funded by Finger Lakes Developmental 
Disabilities regional office and WNY 
Developmental Disabilities regional 
office. Contact Susan Spiesz, TIES 
Coordinator, at 579-3691 for more 
information.

Senior Takes Part in Jr. Robotic 
Surgery Challenge at Roswell Park
The four weeks that Cameron Watt, a senior at Grand Island High School, 
spent over the summer at Roswell Park Cancer Institute learning to how to use the daVinci 
Surgical System may have helped shape the course of his future. Watt already knows he 
wants to study medicine in college at the University at Buffalo, but the summer course got 
him very interested in becoming a surgeon.

Watt applied in his junior year to the Junior Robotic Surgery Challenge program. The 
program, offered through Roswell’s Applied Technology Lab for Advanced Surgery 
(ATLAS), lets students explore the Fundamental Skills of Robotic Surgery (FSRS) 
curriculum and participate in hands-on lab practicals to learn how to do a laparoscopic 
surgery using a surgical robot. Laparoscopic surgery is a surgical technique in which 
operations are performed far from their location through small incisions elsewhere in the 
body.

During July, Watt spent Thursdays and Saturdays at Roswell Park in the classroom and in the 
operating room practicing with the daVinci robots. A final exam tested him on what he had 
learned. As part of a final exam, students had to perform a laparoscopic procedure in under 
five minutes. The top two students could earn a spot on a surgical team that performed a 
urethrovesical anastomosis, which is a procedure that sutures the urethra to the bladder. Watt 
came in second and was able to be part of the surgery.

“I find it amazing,” he said. “These programs are not that well known throughout the school 
systems and I want it to be more publicized.” He would strongly encourage students who are 
thinking of a medical career to apply to the program. He said it helped him define his career goals.

Kindergarten Dates 
Kindergarten Screening: Held at Sidway, August 7-18, 2017. 

Getting Ready for Kindergarten: Held at Sidway, May 18, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. 

Kindergarten Orientation: Held at Sidway on the first day of school in September 2017. 
Date will be announced.
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JVDECA Competition 
at VCMS 
Veronica E. Connor Middle School 
held their JVDECA Mini Regional 
Competition in October and students 
came ready to succeed. Mary Jane 
Fonte, Middle School DECA advisor, 
hosts this competition annually for her 
chapter to give them the experience 
and enable them to vie for spots in 
the high school Region 12 event 
in January. Students were given a 
business/marketing scenario and prep 
time with current high school DECA 
officers to prepare for their time with a 
judge. This year’s judges were Michael 
Fonte, Brandon Mumaw, Lauren 
Fonte and Ryan McCarthy. McCarthy, 
owner of Social Status Marketing, 
was impressed by the presentation 
and knowledge base that the students 
brought to competition. He even noted 
that “students mentioned budgets in 
their presentations, which is something 
not every eighth-grader considers when 
solving a marketing problem.” Winners 
from this event will go on to compete 
with students from 14 other high 
schools in January at the annual Region 
12 DECA Business Competition hosted 
by Grand Island High School DECA. 
JV DECA students Isabel Buckingham 
and Molly Hegarty, both qualified to 
compete in sales demonstration. Also 
competing in sales demo are Mara 
Ellsworth, Zach Cramer, Joe Christiano 
and Sam Carpenter; competing in 
visual advertising are Morgan Tollner, 
Grace Samplinski, Vivienne Zacher and 
Ryan Pinzel.

Boys Soccer: What a Season! 
Grand Island boys soccer went further than any team in program history, 
losing in double overtime of the state finals on Sunday, November 13 
against Somers. The boys were three minutes away from being named 
state co-champs in Class A. 

On their return bus ride home, as they entered Grand Island around 8:30 p.m. 
they received an honorary escort from fire and emergency personnel. With lights 
shining and sirens blaring, the bus followed the emergency vehicles to the high school 
parking lot.

The team set several WNY records during the season. They were undefeated heading into the 
final game at 22-0. The boys defeated North Tonawanda, Williamsville East, McKinley, and 
Iroquois to be named Class A champion in WNY. The Vikings went on to defeat Greece Athena 
in the Far West Regional 2-1. They defeated New Hartford 3-0 in the state semi-final game. 

The Vikings had seven players named first team All League: Garrett Robinson, Jake Gleave, 
Nemanja Simic, John Griffin, Steven Pufpaff, Lou Fabiano, and Anthony Emmi. Garrett 
Robinson was named league player of the year and Frank Butcher was named league coach 
of the year.

An unprecedented five players were named to the All WNY teams: Garrett Robinson and 
Jake Gleave were named first team All WNY. Nemanja Simic, John Griffin and Steven Pufpaff 
were named All WNY large school team. Garrett Robinson was named first team All State.

The Vikings scored 131 goals for and allowed 9 on the season for a 122 goal differential.  
The goals for and differential are WNY records. What a great season!

Superintendent Reads to Sidway Students
Students at Charlotte Sidway Elementary joined millions of students across the nation on 
October 27 to read the book “The Bear Ate Your Sandwich” by Julia Sarcone-Roach, as 
part of the world’s largest shared reading experience. Superintendent Dr. Brian 
Graham read the book to all Sidway students as the school joined the ‘Read 
for the Record’ campaign where as many people as possible read the 
same book on the same day. Every classroom at Sidway received a copy 
of the book, according to school librarian Janet Balk.

When Dr. Graham started reading at 2:15 p.m. in the gymnasium, 
students followed the tale of a bear that falls asleep on a truck that 
was parked in a forest and has many adventures when he wakes up. 
The story, written from the point of view of a narrator, is illustrated with 
colorful full page images. Parents can read the story at home by using the 
link to the online book: https://www.jstart.org/campaigns/read-for-the-
record.

Pictured from left: Mary Jane Fonte, Ryan 
McCarthy, Catherine Merletti, High School 
DECA President, VCMS JV DECA students 
Isabel Buckingham, and Molly Hegarty.
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LYNC Students from GIHS Camp Out! 
Twenty students from Grand Island High School are involved with the Leadership for Youth 
of Niagara Communities program (LYNC). The program is an eight-month leadership 
development program designed for youth to discover the leader within while learning about 
our community. The LYNC class is taught and mentored by a team of leadership experts and 
LN graduates. New in 2016, participants may extend their learning and participation in LYNC 
in a course taught by Dr. Paul Vermette of Niagara University. The 3-credit course focuses 
on the issues of diversity and globalization, democratic citizenship, leadership in personal 
and organizational frameworks and individual development. Pictured are some of GIHS 
participants; Eric Scalise, Ben Szabo, Dylan Russo, Dalton Nyitrai, Jenna Tavano, William 
Soos, Jessica Faso, Sara Gorton, Anna DiCarlo, Alex Castillo.

Senior Pilots
Aquaponics Project
Senior student Adam Frosolone has 
been working on an independent study 
project at the high school to pilot an 
aquaponics project soon to be added to 
the new greenhouse in the high school 
courtyard. His interest in aquaponics 
was piqued last year in Rose Pavolko’s 
Advanced Placement biology class. 

A simple definition of aquaponics is 
that it is the marriage of aquaculture 
(raising fish) and hydroponics (the soil-
less growing of plants) that grows fish 
and plants together in one integrated 
system. The fish waste provides an 
organic food source for the growing 
plants and the plants provide a natural 
filter for the water the fish live in.

Adam decided to create an independent 
study project with guidance from 
biology teacher Rose Pavolko to 
experiment with different growing 
mediums and microbial interactions 
and to study changing water quality 
over time. The fish tank waste will be 
recycled through growth beds which 
feed the plants, cleans the water, and 
returns it to the tank. Adam will record 
and analyze data from plant growth 
of various herbs and vegetables in the 
aquaponics tank. To offset increased 
drought conditions in our country, food 
production of the future will need to 
change into a more closed system so 
Adam’s project has relevance for the 
future. 

This research would not have been 
possible without the help of Lee 
Nowocien, science teacher, who 
donated his pre-built aquaponics 
frame unit, as well as Carl Koppmann, 
industrial arts/technology teacher, and 
students Connor Pignatora and Simon 
Pannullo who helped with design 
modifications.

Grand Island Central School District

Veterans’s Run Photo Gallery
Grand Island High School’s Student Advisory Council and Student Council Organizations 
sponsored the Vikings for Veterans Run in November. Many signed up for the option to run an 
8k, a 5k, or a 1k walk. The majority of the proceeds from this event  go to WNY Heroes, a local 
non-profit organization that was founded in 2007 to meet the needs of WNY’s Veterans and their 
families along with their “Pawsitive for Heroes Program.” This year walkers were encouraged to 
bring their dogs for the 1k dog walk to help raise money to provide service dogs to local veterans.
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Grand Island Central School District

Author Visits Sidway
Children’s author Kari-Lynn Winters 
visited Charlotte Sidway Elementary 
School in November in a visit that 
coincided with the Western New York 
Book Expo at Kleinhans Music Hall. 
Kari-Lynn Winters is a picture book 
author, poet, and performer. 

Parent University
Elementary parents attended Parent 
University in October at Charlotte 
Sidway Elementary School to hear 
a well-known child development 
specialist, Joe Clem, discuss the 
importance of developing social-
emotional wealth in children. The 
evening was designed so parents could 
learn about a topic, talk with other 
parents and collect information on a 
variety of topics at the information 
booths. Refreshments were served and 
free child care activities were planned.

Shadow Day at Grand Island High
A career shadow day in October helped confirm the engineering career path for two high school 
students. Ryan McDonald and Aruran Wigneswaran visited Thermo Fisher in October during 
the Shadow Day program sponsored by the Grand Island School Business Alliance (GISBA) 
and the High School Business Department. “This shadow experience definitely confirmed my 
career path for engineering, I enjoyed learning about manufacturing and the biology aspect 
of it at the company,” said Ryan. 
“One piece of advice we learned 
was the importance of internships 
because companies require hands-on 
experience from their applicants.”

Cheryl Chamberlain, coordinator of 
the event, said, “Students come away 
with a better understanding of the 
requirements for various positions 
and what kind of college prep they 
should investigate.” Students traveled 
all over Western New York to visit 
sites which included Thermo Fisher 
Scientific, Niagara Falls Memorial 
Hospital, The Harbor Center, WKSE 
98.5, Grand Island schools and the 
FBI headquarters.

“It also confirmed my career path in biomedical engineering. I enjoyed visiting the various 
departments within Thermo Fisher. They also advised us to pursue further education 
opportunities, such as graduate school in the future, because we will be more marketable for 
various engineering positions,” said Aruran.

Fire Safety Week in October
Parents and relatives joined Charlotte Sidway Elementary students during the walking field 
trip to the Fire Hall in October. The students listened closely as the firemen did a fantastic job 
explaining what they do and helping the students understand the seriousness of fire safety. 
Pictured are Elizabeth Porter who had her oxygen level checked by paramedics and Anik 
Hajdini is shown trying on the firemen’s gear.
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Algebra Students 
Break Out 
Students in Natalie Gallagher’s and 
LeeAnn McMaster’s classes spent 
their algebra class period trying to 
BREAKOUT! They were given a 
Halloween mission with clues around 
the room to find codes to open six locks. 
The activity promoted team-building, 
perseverance, fun and of course a little 
algebra review! Mrs. Gallagher, who 
is part of the NYS Master Teacher 
Program, worked with other Master 
Teachers to make this activity come 
to life. The students had so much fun 
“breaking out”.

High School  
Spotlighters Present 
Tales for Tots
Grand Island High School Spotlighters 
presented another successful “Tales 
for Tots” on November 4 and 5. Senior 
Spotlighters Cassie Shores, Lenin 
Harper, Sam Sommer, Mikayla Claus, 
Erika Jaegers, Julie Klein, Dakota 
Wolf and Junior Abby Fay directed 
the children’s tales. Senior Daniel 
Hanesworth was in charge of lights 
and sound. Others Spotlighters were 
David Lesinski, Madison MacNeil, 
Cece Kubanek, Samantha Garcia, 
Victoria Brawn, Laura Link, Aleks 
Tirone, Hailey Mefford, Hayley Becker, 
Shandi Putzbach, Katie Riederer, 
Joe Cali, Patrick Loss, Gigi Giogas, 
Gwen Slachciak, Anastasia Ackerson, 
Allie Hanlon, Sarah Moore, Brianna 
Hays, Grace Wright, Samin Durrani. 
The Spotlighters also entertained the 
students at Sidway on November 10. 

Music Accolades
The following Grand Island music students were selected to perform as members or as 
alternates of the New York State School Music Association Conference All State ensembles - 
Alana Enright, Katherine Kovacs, Genavieve Koyn, Katherine Riederer, Andrew Thompson, 
Marie Tomasula, Devin Vogel, Stephen Parisi, Kevin O’Leary, and Sarah Swagler. This is the 
highest accomplishment a student musician can receive in New York State!

The following students were selected to perform at Senior High Area All State - Kristen 
Atkinson, Phil Gentz, Bobby Jamkowiak, Olivia Johnson, Amanda Jordan, Katie Kovacs, 
Genna Koyn, Katie Riederer, Eric Scalise Andrew, Thompson, Devin Vogel, Alana Enright, 
Jacob Spencer, Kevin O’Leary, Clare O’Connor, Natalie Turck, Steve Parisi and Hannah Cool.

Who’s the Mystery Reader at Sidway? 
First-graders in Janine Schroeder’s class had a mystery to solve in October. The class had 
to figure out who their mystery reader would be by listening to five clues about the person. 
They were so surprised and happy when they discovered the reader was Denise Dunbar, 
the principal. Once a week, the class hosts a mystery reader with students’ family members 
coming in to be the reader. 

Grand Island Central School District

Grandparent Day at Sidway 
Charlotte Sidway Elementary hosted 936 students and grandparents during the week-
long Grandparents Day breakfasts in October. Guests were treated to yogurt parfaits, mini 
muffins, animal crackers and juice with the help of parent volunteers. The district’s food 
service department thanks Denise Dunbar, principal and Krista McNulty, teacher, for 
reaching out and allowing the child nutrition team the opportunity to serve the school in such 
a special way.
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Kaegebein Competes 
in K Games 
William Kaegebein Elementary School 
completed its annual K Games in 
physical education class. Modeled on 
the Olympics, each student is placed 
on one of six teams and compete 
for points for their respective teams. 
Activities included bowling, throwing 
and catching challenges, hula hooping, 
concentration (memory game with 
movement) and basketball. The students 
had a lot of fun and demonstrated 
teamwork and cooperation. In a close 
competition, the green team finished 
first followed closely by the orange and 
red teams.

Planting Corn
Last spring, the fourth graders in 
Tricia McDonald’s class at William 
Kaegebein Elementary were given one 
of the beds in the courtyard to use. 
Inspired by the Native Americans of 
New York that they had studied earlier 
in the year, they interplanted The Three 
Sisters. Sister Corn was planted in 
two rows. Her stalks would grow tall 
and strong to support Sister Bean as 
she grew twisting around the stalks. 
Sister Squash was planted in between 
and grew close to the ground to keep 
the weeds away. The three crops grew 
together, and were taken care of by 
Mrs. Gorfien. Throughout the fall the 
crops were regularly harvested by  
Mrs. McDonald’s new fourth graders. 
This coming spring, we will start the 
cycle again.

Casting a Vote for Favorite  
Pizza Toppings
What better way to celebrate National 
School Lunch Week than with a week 
of favorite pizzas to celebrate National 
Pizza Month in October! Grand Island 
elementary students voted for their top 
four favorite pizzas which were featured 
at lunch. Teachers received a powerpoint 
with pictures of different types of pizzas 
and classes voted for their favorites. 
Choices included Hawaiian, breakfast, 
personal, cheeseburger, veggie, Buffalo 
chicken and taco. Each school voted 
a little differently but the district’s 
unanimous choice for their favorite 
pizza was the personal pizza. Patti 
Kwarciak, a third-grade teacher at Huth 
Road Elementary, invited School Lunch 
Manager Anne Rich as a guest in her 
classroom to talk to the kids and assist 
with the survey. Their favorite was the 
Buffalo chicken ranch (the school’s 4th 
overall winner). Manager Linda McGinn 
prepared a special pizza party to surprise 
the class that was enjoyed in their room. 

Kaegebein Singers Performed
The Kaegebein choirs worked hard to prepare for the annual winter concert. In November, 
the third-grade chorus, concert choir and Broadway Bound performed in the Kaegebein 
auditorium with assemblies in the afternoon for the students and an evening performance for 
family and friends. Broadway Bound traveled to Sidway Elementary in December to perform 
for the kindergarten and first-grade classes. These singing elves were indeed busy throughout 
the holiday season.

Grand Island Central School District

Kaegebein Math Updates
Alexandra McFaddin and Leonora Belvedere, Title 1 math providers at Kaegebein, along 
with Allison Wild from Sidway Elementary, spent time last summer developing a diagnostic 
math assessment for students. They also looked at ways to align and improve math 
instruction. We are fortunate to have teachers such as these who are willing to look beyond 
the school year and provide support for all students and teachers. They are three reasons our 
district is a great place for students!

Parents: Important to Update Your Contact 
Information
The District uses the Rapid Response Call system to notify families of school closings. 
Its success lies in having current information in the system. If you have not received 
a call from this system during a school closing, it may be that we do not have current 
contact information. Please review the information provided to the school on a regular 
basis and send in a signed note with any changes, corrections, or additions.
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Waking up with 
Morning Math 
Some fourth-graders in Carilyn 
Gallagher’s class at Kaegebein love 
math so much that they come in before 
school to attend Morning Math Camp! 
Enthusiastic mathematicians play math 
games, learn new math strategies, and 
practice concepts that they may have 
found challenging. “Math is so much 
fun,” said fourth-grader Jayce Wylke 
who attends math camp. The students 
practice math before school and get 
to spend additional time learning and 
growing. Students not only enjoy a 
fun and relaxed atmosphere, but feel 
safe to take risks and analyze any 
misconceptions they may have.

Using Maps to 
Discover Treasure  
at Kaegebein
There’s treasure at Kaegebein! Students 
in Valerie Parillo’s class worked with 
Stephanie Pritchard, the library media 
specialist, to find hidden treasure in the 
school. They had to use what they had 
been learning in the classroom about 
cardinal directions, reading a map, 
and identifying symbols on a legend. 
Using maps is 
an important 
component of the 
third grade social 
studies curriculum. 
This reinforcement 
lesson had students 
working together 
to navigate the 
school, find each 
symbol, and put 
together hidden letters which they 
used to open the treasure chest at the 
end. In addition to Mrs. Parillo’s class, 
Mrs. Pritchard also helped extend the 
learning by completing the lesson with 
four groups from each of the third-
grade classrooms.

Fourth-Graders Tour Fort Niagara
In late October, the fourth-grade students of William Kaegebein Elementary traveled to 
Old Fort Niagara to experience life during the Revolutionary War. As part of the New York 
state fourth-grade history curriculum, the teachers of Grand Island wanted to give students 
a hands on experience to help understand life in the 18th century. The students were met by 
a Revolutionary fighter who tasked them with infiltrating the British camp at Fort Niagara 
and obtaining information about the British soldiers and the loyalists there. The students had 
the opportunity to train like a British soldier, see how a cooper makes water-tight barrels, 
and watch live cannon fire. The re-enactors at Old Fort Niagara have worked hard to create a 
realistic learning experience for all ages.

Next Gen Science at Kaegebein 
Stephanie Prichard, library media specialist, and Carilyn Gallagher, fourth-grade teacher, 
have teamed up to work with Kaegebein students on a unit that is helping them transition 
into the Next Generation Science 
Standards. The design of the 
lessons revolve around the 5Es 
Instructional Model: engage, 
explore, explain, elaborate and 
evaluate. This model wraps 
the three dimensions (science 
and engineering practices, 
disciplinary core ideas, and 
crosscutting concepts) together 
for students. Students were 
presented with a phenomenon 
to engage them in exploration in 
order to develop an explanation 
of what they observed. The 
phenomenon that the students 
observed had to do with a human 
electrical circuit. Students 
interacted with an “energy 
ball” and then made electrical 
circuits to construct knowledge of energy and electricity. The children were actively engaged 
as scientists as they worked to build a deeper understanding and make sense of the world 
around them.

Grand Island Central School District
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Just for Kids Hosts 
Lights On at Huth Rd 
Elementary 
Crafts, games and families turned 
out for the Lights On celebration at 
Huth Road Elementary. Lights On 
Afterschool is the only nationwide 
event celebrating afterschool programs 
and their role in keeping kids safe, 
inspiring them to learn and help 
working families. The effort has 
become a hallmark of the afterschool 
movement and annually sees more than 
one million Americans celebrate at 
more than 8,000 events nationwide.

Many thanks to all the families and 
staff who came to celebrate with us. 
We loved having you participate in 
fun games, arts and crafts and dinner. 
Special thanks to Big Paul’s TNT Pizza 
for generously donating the pizza, and 
to the families who donated canned goods 
to the annual Food Bank Drive where we 
collected over 125 cans of food. Visit us 
at www.justforkidsonline.org to learn 
more about Just for Kids!

Huth Road PTA Earns School of 
Excellence Award
The Huth Road PTA and Huth Road Elementary were named a 2016-17 National PTA 
School of Excellence. Huth is one of five schools is Erie County to earn the distinction; 
Hamburg and Williamsville Central School Districts also had schools named to the list. 
National PTA School of Excellence is a recognition program that supports and celebrates 
partnerships between PTAs and schools to enrich the educational experience and overall 
well-being for all students. The National PTA recognized 173 schools and PTAs from across 
the country as National PTA Schools of Excellence for their leadership and accomplishments 
nationwide in building strong, effective family-school partnerships. The schools and PTAs 
represent 31 states and one Department of Defense school in Germany.

Fourth-Graders Conduct Research for 
Student Museum Exhibits 
Heidi Jank’s fourth-grade class at 
Huth Road Elementary School held 
a New York State Student Museum 
in November. The students, along 
with the help of Mrs. Nesselbeck, 
Mrs. Pritchard, Mr. Alessandra and 
Miss Anderson, researched various 
topics about New York state. Topics 
included land forms, symbols, 
and important people. After 
researching their topics, students 
created presentations using Google 
Slides. These presentations were 
used to create a museum exhibit 
for their topic. Along with their 
presentations, students recorded 
a short summary of their findings 
to have a video clip be a part of 
their museum presentation. The 
students worked very hard and did a 
tremendous job! 

Grand Island Central School District

Huth Viking Values
The following students from Huth Road Elementary were recognized for 
demonstrating their Viking Values in October 2016:

Trenton Ruffolo 
Camden Hillary 
Madelyn Sugg 
Alexa Zdarsky 
Annabelle Vandriel 
Kayla Rejewski 
Brendan Roulley 
Payton McNamara 
Audrey Stockinger 
Natalie Payne 

Rylee Pachla 
Brian Detweiler 
Cailin Budnik 
Marshall Tryon 
Siena Vacanti 
Kathryn Czyrny 
Madison Elandt 
Georgiana Nowak 
Brooke Caldwell 
Elijah Linenfelser
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Artist of the Month
The art department of the Grand Island School District has named Alex Vazquez, a seventh-
grader at Veronica E. Connor Middle School, as an outstanding artistic achiever. Alex 
was a perfect candidate for Artist of the Month for because of his meticulous and creative 
solutions to all artistic problems. He approaches his artwork from an inventive standpoint, 
always searching for an uncommon angle. Alex takes pride in his artwork and only settles for 
impeccable. The work he completes is carefully created with craftsmanship in mind. As part of 
a unit on street art, the class studied four street artists and discussed in-depth how contemporary 
street artists are changing the way people view art. The students created their own graffiti tag 
using the concepts of perception, movement and depth within an artwork and filled the 3D letters 
with blending, shading and pattern. The tags represent who they are as a person and an artist at 
this stage in their lives and artistic journeys. Alex is shown with his graffiti tag project.

The art department of the Grand Island School District named Gabi VeRost as the K-12 
Artist of the Month for November. Gabi is a fifth-grade student at Kaegebein Elementary 
School. She enjoys dancing and painting. Gabby loves the work of artist Claude Monet. Her 
favorite and current project is creating a tree in the style of artist Gustav Klimt.

Grand Island Central School District

Middle School 
Assistant Principal 
Named 
Max Pikula has been named the new 
Assistant Principal at Veronica E. Connor 
Middle School. Mr. Pikula has worked 
over 16 years in the Grand Island School 
District as a Special Education teacher at 
Kaegebein Elementary School. 

At Kaegebein, he established himself as 
a teacher-leader who consistently valued 
people, and doing what was right. This 
commitment to integrity affected all of 
his students and staff members alike, 
because he treats everyone with respect 
and dignity. He values building positive 
relationships and modeling a team 
approach when overcoming obstacles. 
Mr. Pikula has been the interim assistant 
principal for the past six weeks. He was 
visible in all areas of the school building 
and placed student needs first.

It is his philosophy to empower both 
students and teachers, and provide them 
with the necessary assistance to help them 
achieve their goals. This dedication will 
serve the Middle School well, especially 
at a time when students are beginning to 
establish their own value systems. 

School Closings Due to Weather Conditions
In the event of school delays/closings 
due to weather related conditions, the 
following protocol will take place:

Cancellation of After School Events
•		In	the	event	we	need	to	cancel	after	

school events, the District will attempt 
to do so no later than 1:30 pm.

•		Just	for	Kids	remains	in	session	until	
the normal closing time on that day.

All Day Closing
•		The	District	will	do	everything	

possible to make the decision to close 
schools no later than 5:30 am.

•			Closing	information	will	be	sent	
through the Rapid Response Call 
system and announced on traditional 
media outlets.

If you have not received a call from 
this system during a school closing, 
it may be that we do not have current 
contact information. Please review the 
information provided to the school on 
a regular basis and send in a signed note 
with any changes, corrections, or additions.

•		There will be no bus service to off-Island 
school placements if the Grand Island 
Central School District is closed.

If no announcement is made between 6 and 
9 a.m., it is assumed that school will be open 
as usual.

Wind Chill Concerns (See chart below):

The safety of our students and staff is the 
basis for any decision. Key factors that must 
be considered include current and projected 
weather conditions; road conditions; and, 
at times, temperature and wind chill factors.  
We begin to look carefully at possibly closing 
when there is a current or projected -20 wind 
chill temperature: health officials recommend 
that we consider closing schools if the wind 
chill is expected to fall to -25 or lower.  

Ultimately, it is the responsibility of parents 
or guardians to make the final decision 
regarding school attendance. If schools 
are open but parents feel the weather is 
too severe, they have the right to keep 
their child(ren) home. In this instance, it is 
essential that the parent contact the school to 
alert them of their child(ren)’s absence and 
to make arrangements for missed work. 

Media Stations

WGRZ - Ch 2 

WIVB - Ch 4 

WKBW - Ch 7 

YNN 

WBEN-930 AM 

WGR-550 AM 

WNED-970 AM 

WHLD-1270 AM 

WLVL-1340 AM 

WECK-1230 AM 

WUFO-1080 AM 

WBL-93.7 FM 

WJYE-96.1 FM 

WYRK-106.5 FM 

KISS-98.5 FM 

WBUF-92.9 FM 

WHTT-104 FM 

WNSA-107.7 FM
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Winter 2016-17 Athletic Schedule
GIRLS BASKETBALL
12/1 Niagara Catholic (NL)  5:00 pm
12/9 @ Niagara Wheat  5:00 pm
12/16 @ CSAT   5:00 pm 
12/20 @ KenWest   5:00 pm
12/22 Mt.St. Mary’s (NL)  5:00 pm
12/28-29 @ Tonawanda Tourn  1:00 pm
1/3 Niagara Falls   5:00 pm
1/6 @ Lockport   5:00 pm
1/10 KenEast   5:00 pm
1/13 No. Tonawanda   5:00 pm
1/17 @ LewPort   5:30 pm
1/20 Niagara Wheat   5:00 pm
1/24 @ W.Seneca East (NL)  5:00 pm
1/26 Bennett (NL)   5:00 pm
1/31 CSAT   5:00 pm
2/3 KenWest   5:00 pm
2/7 @ Niagara Falls  5:00 pm
2/10 Lockport   5:00 pm 
2/14 @ KenEast   6:00 pm

BOYS BASKETBALL 
11/25-26 CCA Tourn (V only)  TBA
12/2 Sweet Home (NL)  5:00 pm
12/7 AlPastor Tourn (V only)  6:45 pm
 @ Daemen (vs Depew)  
12/8 Depew (JV) (NL)  5:00 pm
12/9 Niagara Wheat   5:00 pm
12/13 Wilson (NL)   5:00 pm
12/16 CSAT    5:00 pm
12/20 KenWest   5:00 pm
12/22 @ Randolph (NL)  6:00 pm
1/3 @ Niagara Falls  5:00 pm
1/6 Lockport   5:00 pm
1/10 @ KenEast    5:30 pm
1/13 @ No. Tonawanda  5:30 pm
1/17 LewPort   5:00 pm
1/20 @ Niagara Wheat  5:00 pm
1/31 @ CSAT   5:00 pm
2/3 @ KenWest   6:00 pm
2/7 Niagara Falls   5:00 pm
2/10 @ Lockport   5:00 pm
2/13 @ Niagara Catholic (JV)  5:30 pm
2/15 KenEast   5:00 pm

BOYS SWIMMING
11/29 LewPort    5:00 pm
12/2 @ Niagara Falls  5:00 pm
12/6 No. Tonawanda   5:00 pm
12/9 @ Lockport   5:00 pm
12/13 KenEast   5:00 pm
12/16 @ LewPort   5:00 pm
12/20 KenWest   5:00 pm
1/3 @ Niagara Wheat  5:00 pm
1/6 Niagara Falls   5:00 pm
1/10 @ No. Tonawanda  5:00 pm
1/13 Lockport   5:00 pm
1/17 @ KenEast   5:00 pm
1/20 LewPort   5:00 pm
1/24 @ KenWest   5:00 pm
1/26 JV Meet @ Lockport  5:00 pm
1/27 NFL Diving @ GI  5:00 pm
1/28 NFL Meet @ GI  5:00 pm
2/9 Sectionals @ ECC  TBA
2/10 Sectionals @ ECC  TBA

WRESTLING
11/26 Iroquois JV Dual  9:00 am
12/2-3 @ Sweet Home Duals  TBA
12/7 KenWest   5:30 pm
12/10 @ Batavia Tourn(Var)  9:00 am
12/10 @ Clarence (JV)  TBA
12/13 @ Lancaster (Var)  6:00 pm
12/14 CSAT (JV)   5:30 pm
12/15 @ St. Joe’s (NL)  7:00 pm
12/21 Niagara Wheat   5:30 pm
12/29 GI Var Dual Tourn  9:00 am 
1/4 @ Lockport   5:30 pm
1/6-7 @ NCCC Var Tourn  TBA
1/11 LewPort   5:30 pm
1/13-14 @ Lockport Tourn  10:00 am
1/18 @ Niagara Falls  5:30 pm
1/21 @Hilton Var Tourn  TBA
1/21 @ NF JV Tourn   9:30 am
1/25 @ No. Tonawanda  5:30 pm
1/28 Section VI Duals  TBA
2/4 Class A Championship  TBA
2/11 Sectionals   TBA

MODIFIED WRESTLING
11/28 GI,Franklin,Lock @ NT  5:00 pm
12/5 NT,NW,Hoover @ GI  5:00 pm
12/8 Hoover,GI,NW @ Franklin  5:00 pm
12/12 GI,CSAT,Franklin @ LP  5:00 pm
12/15 CSAT,Lock,GI @ NW  5:00 pm
12/19 Hoover,GI,CSAT @ Lock  5:00 pm
12/22 NT,NW,LP @ GI  5:00 pm

BOWLING
11/29 NFL KickOff (Island Lanes)  4:00 pm
12/1 LewPort (Island Lanes)  4:00 pm
12/6 @ No. Ton (Ton Bowling Ctr) 4:00 pm
12/7 KenEast (Island Lanes)  4:00 pm
12/13 Lockport (Island Lanes)  4:00 pm
12/15 @ KenWest (Manor Lanes)  4:00 pm
12/20 Niagara Falls (Island Lanes)  4:00 pm
12/27 Festival of Lights Tourn  9:00 am 
 (@ Tonawanda Bwl Ctr)
1/5 @ Niagara Wheat (Rapids Bowl) 4:00 pm
1/10 @ LewPort (Lewiston Event Ctr) 4:00 pm
1/12 No. Tonawanda (Island Lanes) 4:00 pm
1/17 KenEast (Island Lanes)  4:00 pm
1/19 @ Lockport (Brad Angelo Bowl) 4:00 pm
1/27 NFL Individ (Ton Bowling Ctr) 1:00 pm
1/31 KenWest (Island Lanes)  4:00 pm
2/2 @ Niagara Falls (Bowl O Drome) 4:00 pm
2/4 RoySommer Tourn (Ton Bowl Ctr) 9:00 am
2/7 Niagara Wheat (Island Lanes)  4:00 pm 
2/15 Girls Sectionals (Airport Lanes) 9:00 am
2/16 Boys Sectionals (Airport Lanes) 9:00 am

BOYS ICE HOCKEY
11/28 W.Seneca West (Hyde Park)  8:45 pm
12/1 W.Seneca East (Niagara Univ) 7:55 pm
12/2-4 Lake Placid Tourn  TBA
12/8 @ Will South (Northtown)  6:30 pm
12/11 @ St. Francis (HarborCenter)  8:30 pm
12/15 Niagara Falls (Hyde Park)  5:00 pm
12/21 @ Lockport (Cornerstone)  8:00 pm
12/29 @ Frontier (Northtowns)  6:30 pm
1/5 LewPort (Hyde Park)  5:00 pm
1/9 Amherst (Hyde Park)  6:45 pm
1/13 @ KenWest (HarborCenter)  9:00 pm
1/23 Sweet Home (HarborCenter)  8:30 pm
1/26 @ No. Tonawanda (Hyde Park) 5:00 pm
1/27 @ W.Seneca East (West Seneca)7:00 pm 
1/30 Williamsville South (Hyde Park) 8:45 pm
2/3 @ W.Seneca West (West Seneca) 7:00 pm 
2/6 St. Francis (Hyde Park)  6:45 pm
2/9 @ Niagara Falls (Hyde Park)  5:00 pm

INDOOR TRACK
12/10 @ Buff State   8:00 am
12/16 @ Buff State   4:30 pm
12/28 @ Houghton(WNY Relays)  10:00 am
1/7 @ Fredonia   9:00 am
1/14 @ Houghton(9-10 Champ)  10:00 am
1/21 @ Houghton   10:00 am
1/28 @ Houghton   10:00 am
2/4 @ Houghton(Team Champ)  10:00 am
2/11 @ Lancaster    9:00 am
2/18 @ Fredonia   9:00 am
2/25 @ Houghton (Qualifier)   10:00 am
3/3-4 NYSPHSAA Champ @ Staten Island

GIRLS ICE HOCKEY
11/22 OP/Frontier (Lincoln)  7:40 pm
11/29 W.Seneca/Hamburg (Lincoln)  7:40 pm
12/1 @ Williamsville (Northtown)  4:00 pm
12/5 @ Monsigr Martin (Riverworks) 4:30 pm
12/6 Amherst/SH/Clar (Lincoln)   7:40 pm
12/13 Lancaster/Iroquois (Lincoln)  7:40 pm
12/15 @ Amherst/SH/Clar (Northtown) 5:30 pm
12/20 Williamsville (Lincoln)  7:40 pm
12/22 @ OP/Frontier (Hamburg Nike)  4:30 pm
1/3 Amherst/SH/Clar (Lincoln)  7:40 pm
1/9 @ W.Sen/Hamburg (Riverworks) 4:30 pm
1/10 Monsignor Martin (Lincoln)  7:40 pm
1/16 @ Lancaster/Iroquois (Riverworks) 4:30 pm 
1/17 OP/Frontier (Lincoln)  7:40 pm
1/19 @ Monsignor Martin (No. Buffalo) 4:30 pm
1/24 Williamsville (Lincoln)  7:40 pm
1/26 @ Lanc/Iroq (Northtown)  5:30 pm
1/27 @ W/Hamburg (W.Sen)  5:30 pm

GIRLS MODIFIED BASKETBALL
1/12 St. Stephen’s (sc)  4:40 pm
1/18  @ Niagara Wheat  4:30 pm
1/20 Franklin   4:30 pm
1/23 CSAT   4:30 pm 
1/25 @ Hoover    4:30 pm
1/30 @ LewPort   4:30 pm
2/1 No. Tonawanda   4:30 pm
2/2 St. Stephen’s    4:30 pm
2/3 @ Niagara Falls  4:30 pm
2/6 North Park   4:30 pm
2/8 Niagara Wheat    4:30 pm
2/10 @ Franklin   4:30 pm
2/13 @ CSAT   4:30 pm
2/15 Hoover   4:30 pm

BOYS BASKETBALL - MODIFIED
1/18  Niagara Wheat   4:30 pm
1/20 @ Franklin   4:30 pm
1/23 @ CSAT   4:30 pm
1/25 Hoover   4:30 pm
1/30 LewPort   4:30 pm
2/1 @ North Tonawanda  4:30 pm
2/3 Niagara Falls   4:30 pm
2/6 @ North Park   4:30 pm
2/8 @ Niagara Wheat  4:30 pm
2/10 Franklin    4:30 pm
2/13 CSAT   4:30 pm
2/15 @ Hoover   4:30 pm

For the most current contest information and details, visit our website at www.grandislandschools.org - Athletics.



16 www.grandislandschools.org

Resident

Grand Island
C e n t r a l  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

Board of Education
Lisa Pyc, President
Donna Tomkins, Vice President
Glenn Bobeck
Karen Carroll
Richard D’Agostino
Joy LaMarca
Susan Marston

Superintendent
Brian Graham, Ed.D.

1100 Ransom Road • Grand Island, NY 14072
www.grandislandschools.org

G
R

A
N

D
 I

SLAND CENTRAL SCH
O

O
L

S

K
N

O
W

LED GE  U N D E R STA N DING  T
R

U
T

H

Non-profit Org

US Postage

PAID
Permit No. 8

Grand Island, N.Y.

Visit www.grandislandschools.org and Follow us on Twitter @GrandIslandCSD

Athletic Signings

Athletic Field 
Dedication
In September, the athletic fields behind 
the high school were formally dedicated 
as the H. David Myers Athletic Complex 
to honor H. David Myers, known as the 
“Father of Viking Athletics”. Myers, 97, 
was employed by the school district from 
1948-1983. He coined the Vikings name, 
was the first male faculty member, first 
athletic director and physical education 
coordinator and first town of Grand 
Island recreation director.
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Lindsay Proctor signed to play Division 1  
volleyball at West Virginia University in 
September.

Kelsey Harrigan signed to play Division I  
softball in September at Niagara University.

Alyssa Maxwell, pictured on the left, signed to play Division II lacrosse at Roberts Wesleyan University. 
Hayley Latvala, pictured on the right, signed to play Division II lacrosse at Gannon University. 


